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DISCOVER YOUR WORLD
Own your Destiny

1. Welcome to Discovery Bay Early Learning and Kindergarten

Our Values
We believe in individuality; integrity and equity
We respect diversity and the wider community
We value uniqueness; inclusion and family involvement
We encourage environmental responsibility
Our Mission
To provide children with a holistic environment enriched with opportunities which they
can freely explore and be guided by their own interests and abilities. Through the
delivery of our educational programme we strive to provide children with a strong and
balanced foundation to approach all future endeavours with confidence and resilience.
Statement of Philosophy
Our environment is inspired by the Montessori Method of teaching. We respect each
child as a successful & unique individual with their own interests and skills and the
capability to confidently lead their own learning. Children should be given the
opportunity to freely explore a beautiful environment prepared with a meaningful
purpose which is equitable and inclusive. Children will be supported to become active
decision makers in matters that affect them and feel joy from inspiring learning
experiences. We are committed to establish and maintain relationships with families
based on reciprocal trust, honesty and respect. Our team is committed to continuously
improve our service through reflective practice and collaboration with families. We will
continue to be guided by the Principles of the National Quality Framework; Early
Childhood Australia’s Code of Ethics and will uphold the Convention of the Rights of
the Child.

“The goal of Early Childhood education should be to activate the child’s own
natural desire to learn”
-

Dr. Maria Montessori

2. The Montessori Method of Teaching
Montessori is a method of teaching developed by Dr Maria Montessori in 1907. Her
educational methods are based on scientific observations of children's natural learning
tendencies and willingness to learn as they unfold in prepared environments. Guided by her
discovery that children teach themselves, Dr. Montessori designed the "prepared
environment" in which children could freely choose from a number of developmentally
appropriate activities. The Montessori environment contains specially designed, manipulative
materials for development that invites children to engage in learning activities of their own
individual choice. Under the guidance of a qualified teacher, children in a Montessori
classroom learn by making discoveries with the materials, hereby promoting concentration,
motivation, self-discipline, independence and a love of learning.
Prepared Montessori environment
Each classroom is divided into 5 main learning areas: Practical Life, Sensorial, Language,
Mathematics and Cultural Enrichment, which is designed to facilitate maximum independent
learning and exploration by the child with minimum adult intervention. In the prepared
environment, there is a variety of activity as well as a great deal of movement. In the calm,
ordered space of the Montessori classroom, children work on activities of their own choice at
their own pace. They experience a blend of freedom and self-discipline in a place especially
designed to meet their own individual natural developmental needs.

“Free the child’s potential, and you will transform him into the world”
-

Dr. Maria Montessori

Practical life

Practical life materials and exercises respond to
the young child's natural interests to develop
physical coordination (pouring, scooping and
sorting activities, as well as washing a table and
food
preparation
to
develop
hand-eye
coordination), care of self (personal hygiene,
dressing activities, grace and courtesy) and care
of the environment (looking after the classroom,
looking after the garden).
Practical life activities are exercises in which the
children learn how to do basic useful and purposeful everyday activities in a
meaningful way.
Sensorial

The sensorial materials provide a range of activities
and exercises for children to experience the natural
order of the physical environment, including such
attributes as size, colour, shape, and dimension.
Montessori views the child as a sensorial explorer.
The purpose and aim of Sensorial work is for the
child to acquire clear, concise, information and to
be able to then make classifications in his
environment. It also concentrates on the
refinement of senses.
Mathematics

In this area, materials are provided to show such
basic concepts as numeration, place value,
addition, subtraction, division and multiplication.
Beyond the basic math materials, there are
materials to show the concept of fraction,
geometrical relationships, and algebra, such as the
binomial and trinomial theorems.
Language

Language materials provide experiences to develop writing
skills and the basic skills of reading by associating the
individual letter symbols with their corresponding phonetic
sounds. Montessori language materials have also been
developed to help children learn grammar, including parts
of speech such as nouns, verbs, adjectives, articles,
prepositions, adverbs, conjunctions, pronouns, and
interjection.

Cultural

The Montessori classroom may also include other
materials and resources to learn cultural subjects, such
as geography (map puzzles, globes) and science, such
as biology in naming and organizing plants and animals.
Music and art are also commonly involved with children in
various ways.

The advantages of a prepared learning environment
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Independence – the environment must be prepared to enable the child to become physically
independent of the adult. Because he is able to do things for himself, he starts to be able to
choose and decide things for himself.
Indirect preparation – although activities are prepared with a direct aim, they also prepare
for something that will come later in the child’s development.
Order - that is a very important and fundamental aspect in a Montessori classroom. All aspects
of the classroom need to be consistent in their presentation and approach.
Choice – give the child the opportunity to choose what activity he wants to engage in from a
range of activities that are suitable to different stages of developmental needs.
Freedom – to be able choose, to work for as long as he wants to, to not work, to work without
being interrupted by other children or by the restrictions of a timetable or scheduled activities
etc. – as long as his activity does not interfere with other children’s right and freedom to do
the same.
Movement – allow the child’s free movement to bring himself into contact with the things and
people in his environment that he needs for his development.
Role of the Adult –The role of the adult in a Montessori environment is to facilitate the child
to teach himself by following his own internal urges that will lead him to take what he needs
from the things and people around him.
Resources for further information on the Montessori Method:
http://www.montessori.org.au

3. Operational Information
Operating Hours
Our centre is open
Monday to Friday, 7am to 6.30pm
We are closed on public holidays.
We operate 50 weeks of the year with a 2-week break during the December holidays.
Fee Structure
Please visit www.discoverybayelc.com.au or contact Discovery Bay Early Learning and
Kindergarten for daily fee and sessional information.
Programme Attendance and Sessions
All children are required to attend a minimum of 2 days. As we follow a structured
programme, we recommend the following attendance according to age of the child in order
to gain the benefits of the programme:
Toddler Programme
Children 18 mth’s-3 yrs
Children 3-4 yrs
Pre-School Programme
Children 4 yrs

Minimum of at least 2 days.
OR 3/4/5 days per week as required
Recommended minimum of 3 days, ideal to
attend up to 4/5 days
Recommended minimum of 3 days, ideal to
attend up to 5 days

To assist our families in maximising the number of hours of subsidised childcare that they
have access to per fortnight, Discovery Bay Early Learning and Kindergarten also offers 3
options of sessional attendance subject to conditions; availability and various fee structures.
Session
Full Day11.5 Hours:
Children 18mth’s-3yrs

Full Day11.5 Hours:
Children 3-6yrs

Mid Session 8 Hours:
Children 18mth’s-3yrs

Mid Session 8 Hours:
Children 3 - 6yrs

Sessional 6 Hours
Kindergarten Program attendance only

Session Attendance
7am – 6.30pm
7am – 6.30pm
8am – 4pm
8am – 4pm
9am – 3pm

*Depending on availability management reserve the right to allow for single day attendance

4. Child Care Subsidy
The Child Care Subsidy (CCS) is a subsidy from the Australian Government that offers
different levels of financial assistance to help cover the cost of childcare for eligible families
and will be paid directly to services. How much you receive depends on your individual
circumstances. Amiga Montessori is under no obligation to estimate or reduce the fees for the
families of children enrolled at the centre in advance OR to determine whether they qualify for
a fee reduction through Child Care Subsidy. It is the responsibility of the parent / guardian to
apply for CCS.
Three things determine a family’s level of Child Care Subsidy:
1) A family’s annual adjusted taxable income determines the percentage of subsidy they are
eligible for;
2) An activity test determines how many hours of subsidised care families can access, up to
a maximum of 100hrs per fortnight, and
3) The type of child care service determines the hourly rate cap. Discovery Bay Early Learning
and Kindergarten is under no obligation to estimate or reduce the fees for the families of
children enrolled at the centre in advance OR to determine whether they qualify for a fee
reduction under through Child Care Subsidy. It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian
to apply for CCS.

For further information on your eligibility under CCS please visit:
-

www.familyassist.gov.au (access to online services)
www.education.gov.au/ChildCarePackage
https://my.gov.au/
Any Family Assistance Office (located in Medicare Offices, and Centrelink Customer
Service Centres.).

5. Covid-19
Due to the current pandemic Discovery Bay ELC is dedicated to maintaining the safety of the
children, families, educators and staff attending our service.
To ensure we remain safe we must always adhere to government regulations. These
regulations may change often, and we apologise for any inconvenience.
Please contact us to find out more regarding our CovidSafe plan and how we can all remain
safe together.
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